
 

BRIEF SUMMARY TO ALL AMENDMENTS  
Proposed Amendments 

(7) Seven Proposed Amendments - to vote on individually.  
All new text is blue and underlined; All stricken text is red (red) lined.  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #1                           ( 1 Section Included)  
ARTICLE II Hunting, Fishing, Trapping and Gathering Rights 

 

EXPLANATION: 
 However, there are no 

regulations enacted at this time for trapping.  
 Consistent with the Agreement with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

approved by General Council, the amendment allows the development of 
regulations for the conservation and protection of natural and cultural resources.  
These regulations are already in place.  

 
diminish or abolish hunting, fishing, trapping, or gathering rights.  Action 
expanding those rights would not require a vote.    



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #2                ( 4 Sections Included)  
ARTICLE III Membership, Section 1., Section 3., Section 5. and Section 8.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

EXPLANATION: 
 Adding language listed on the 1940 rolls of Kusa (Coos) or Umpqua (Lower 

Umpqua)  
 Allows for the Enrollment Department to use other authentic historic 

documentation and other census rolls (US Census, School records etc.) not just 
the 1940 census roll prepared by Grand Ronde  Siletz Agency, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

 Allows enrollment of lineal and collateral blood descendants of living or 
deceased members.  

 Removes language prohibiting membership from descendants of those who 
received compensation for land claims. The prohibition would only apply to 
those who personally accepted payment.   

 It requires the Council to ensure that membership ROLL is consistent with 
requirements of the Enrollment Code. 

 Some families who qualified under the Restoration act during the interim Tribal 
Council, their descendants do not have a clear path under the current 
Constitutional language.  



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #3 ( 2 Sections Included)
ARTICLE V  General Council, Section 1. and Section 2. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION: 
 Allows development of Tribal code to assist in the implementation of the General 

Council process.  
 Changes notification to tribal offices and website and removes requirement for 

publication by local newspaper. 
 Clarifies that any changes to council pay require General Council approval. 



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #4 ( 3 Sections Included ) 
ARTICLE VI  Tribal Council, Section 2., Section 3. and Section 4. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

EXPLANATION: 
 Remove language requiring BIA approval for hiring of legal counsel. (attorney)  
  
 Remove a section that has no reference and was an original error in the 

Constitution. 
 Requirements are further defined for Council meeting notices and removes local 

newspaper requirement. 



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #5 ( 4 Sections Included)
ARTICLE VIII  Elections, Section 1., Section 2., Section 4. and Section 5. 

All duly enrolled members of the Confederated 
Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians who are eighteen (18) years or 
older on the date of an election shall have the right to vote in all tribal elections following 
the requirements of all current adopted Tribal Laws in Ordinance and Code. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The first election for the position of tribal chief under this constitution shall take place at 
the annual meeting of the general council beginning in 1990 after this constitution is 
adopted. The tribal chief in office at the time of adoption of this constitution shall hold 
office until that time unless he earlier resigns is removed, or dies. The election of Tribal 
Officials shall be conducted consistent with the requirements of this constitution and 
with the requirements of current Tribal Laws in Ordinance and Code. 

EXPLANATION: 
 Provides that elections shall follow procedural requirements of the Election 

Code. 
 Remove outdated language that Tribal Council shall certify election because the 

Election Board has been established.  
 Provides that those previously removed from office for neglect of duty or gross 

misconduct may be eligible for office ten years after the removal (no longer a 
lifetime prohibition).  Those removed for dishonesty are still indefinitely ineligible 
from running. 

 Prohibits those with a certain criminal history from running for council and 
creates a process for a background check 

 Removes outdated language regarding the creation of an election board. 
  

 
 
 



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #6 ( 2 Sections Included)
ARTICLE X  Removal and Recall, Section 1., Section 2. 
Section 1. Removal. A member of the tribal council may be removed from office by a vote 
of at least five (5) members of the tribal council with documented occurrences for neglect 
of duty, and/or gross misconduct in office for a period of ten (10) years. Or  A member of the 
tribal council may be removed indefinitely for dishonesty or conviction while in office or 
prior to office, if they were found guilty of or entered a plea of nolo contendere (no contest) 
or guilty, or arrested and charged with any felonious offense or two or more misdemeanor 
offenses under Federal, State, or Tribal law for crimes of dishonesty, crimes against 
persons, property crimes, and/or financial crimes. while in office of a felony or crime 
involving dishonesty.  Notice of such removal shall be published in the next published tribal 
newsletter after removal occurs. A tribal council member who is subject to removal shall 
be given at least seven (7)  of the charges against him or her, and the 
opportunity for a hearing before the tribal council on those charges. Appeal of removal may 
take place through the referendum procedure. 

 

EXPLANATION: 

 Requires that grounds for removal must be documented and limits indefinite 
removal to charges involving dishonesty or criminal conduct while in office or 
prior to office.  Those removed for neglect of duty and/or gross misconduct are 
prohibited from serving in office for ten years (this is a change from an indefinite 
prohibition currently). 

 Remove language that is no longer applicable because there is an Election Board 
is place.  

 Provides that Tribal Laws in Ordinance and Code may be developed to assist in 
the process. 



 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT #7 ( 2 Sections Included) 
ARTICLE XIII  Amendments, Section 1. Remove Section 2 

 

Section 2. Constitution Convention. A Constitutional convention shall be held at the next 
annual April meeting of the general council two years after this constitution is adopted to 
consider proposed changes to this constitution. Proposed amendments adopted by a vote 
of two-thirds (2/3) of those voting at such convention, including absentee ballots, shall be 
forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior requesting he call an election to consider such 
amendments: Provided, That at least thirty (30) percent of those members eligible to vote 
cast their votes at such convention 

EXPLANATION: 
 Removes the requirement for the BIA amendment process.   If passed, elections 

for constitutional amendments would be solely conducted by the Tribe through 
the Election Board, like other Tribal elections.  

 Removes Section 2, the Constitutional Convention which has already taken 
place.  
 

To be clear, while some of the amendments refer to Tribal Codes and Ordinances, those cannot be 
used to alter any provision of the Constitution.   Code and Ordinances can only be used to help 
implement Constitutional provisions  like the existing Election Code, Enrollment Code, and Hunting 
and Fishing Code do.   A Code or Ordinance that attempts to alter the Constitution is unlawful. 

PLEASE REGISTER AND VOTE  
Additional questions submit to: secretarialelectionboard@ctclusi.org.  


