
Fire on the Landscape: 
Past, Present and Future Fire 
Regimes in Western Oregon 

Jane Kertis
Forest Service

NW Oregon Ecology Group 



Outline

ÅRelationships: climate, vegetation and fire

ÅRole of Fire in space and time: focus on 
westsideof Oregon

ïHistorical role 

ïChanging Current role

ïPotential Future role (climate change) 
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relationships 

A system formed by the interaction of a community of 
living organisms with its non-living environment

Living  
Organisms
(Biotic)

Non-Living 
Environment 
(Abiotic )

ü Climate
ü Geology
ü Physical 

Processes 

ü Plants
ü Animals



Abiotic Drivers on Vegetation Composition, Structure 
and Distribution 

ÅGrowth

ïClimate and 
physical 
environment

ïspecies 
composition 

and 
productivity 



Paleoclimate and 
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Potential 
Vegetation Zones


